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ABSTRACT
If we portray borders as places for exchange and co-operation instead of barriers, it is easy to picture them as resources for re-uni cation and con ict resolution. Originating from the will of populations and institutions of different states, institutionalised forms of cross-border cooperation have developed with the main aim to face common problems in border regions and areas. This phenomenon has lead to the concept of Euroregion. The enlarged EU has been encouraging the creation of such forms of decentralisation of power, particularly in economic and cultural  elds. This paper gives an overview of the concept of Euroregion in regards to its many structures, its legal basis and most of all, in reference to its legitimacy and confrontation with state sovereignty and authority. It draws out its basic elements and raises the main concerns behind its legitimacy. The European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC) designed to assist and endorse cross-border, transnational and interregional cooperation is one form and structure of regional cooperation. Unlike the structures which governed this kind of cooperation before 2007, the EGTC is a legal entity and as such, will enable regional and local authorities and other public bodies from different member states to set up cooperation groupings with legal personality (Inforegio, 2013). The unique nature of EGTC has raised many debates in scholarly community and among state actors and politicians. The paper gives an overview of this particular instrument in regards to its structure and legal basis. In order to demonstrate its practical implications, the paper also provides some examples from the cross-border cooperation between Italy and Slovenia (Upper Adriatic). 
Keywords: Euroregion; region/regionalism; cross-border cooperation; EGTC; Italy; Slovenia.
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